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Between October 10th and October 19th, the Pacific coast of Nicaragua received heavy rains from Tropical

Depression 12E. The storm affected 13 departments, 80 municipalities, and 133,858 persons (from 27,796

households) according to a recent assessment by SINAPRED, FAO, WFP and MAGFOR.

The most affected departments were Chinandega, Managua, Estelí and Leon. The assessment found losses of about 20

percent of area planted with beans and 12 percent planted with maize and recommended the continuation of food

assistance to 55,000 persons in shelters and affected communities. Sources of water are reported to be contaminated in

these zones. The Ministry of Health (MINSA) is providing the necessary assistance to avoid the proliferation of disease.

The rest of the country had an excellent Primera season, which has permitted households to rebuild their food reserves.

The Postrera season is ongoing, and harvest is expected in December. The principal crop from this season is beans which

are very important for food availability in Nicaragua and the rest of the region.

The coffee and sugar seasons are expected to be normal this year. This will improve labor opportunities for poor rural

households during the high labor season (November 2011 through March 2012) and improve access to food for the poorest

households.

Food prices continued to decrease throughout the country in October. White maize prices dropped 29 percent between

September and October of this year. Compared to the same month last year, the wholesale price of red beans is 49

percent lower, and the price of white maize is generally at the same level.

The areas affected by the storm are currently receiving adequate assistance from the government and international

partners. The food security situation in the affected areas is stressed at this moment and should continue to be

monitored.

Legend

Important anomalies in proximate causes of food insecurity have been observed and outcomes corresponding to Phase 2 Stressed on the

IPC Acute Food Insecurity Reference Table are likely to occur now or in the future.

 

Current Anomalies

North Zone (Dry Corridor: Livelihood Zone #12, 13 and
3)

Near-Term Food Insecurity Trend

Category Agro-Climatology and Food Production Markets and Trade Health and Nutrition Civil Insecurity

Anomaly Yes No No No

This zone is characterized by the production of basic grains and coffee. Last year, storms during the Primera season and a

drought during the Postera season resulted in poor crop production and a difficult and longer than usual 2011 lean season.

The 2011 Primera season performed well, and the harvest is currently readily available. Tropical Depression 12E damaged

bean and maize fields in zone 3 (Leon and Esteli departments). Maize losses are predicted at about 33 percent in Esteli and

28 percent in Leon. Bean losses are predicted at about 10 percent for Estelí and 63 percent for Leon. Over 50 percent of

households have reported some losses to their fields in Esteli. With widespread losses, the availability of maize and beans

in these zones is compromised. Zones 12 and 13 were not affected by the heavy rains. Here households have benefited from

the good Primera season and have been able to rebuild reserves. Reserves in zone 12 should be enough to meet household

demand until next year, while in zones 13 and 3 households will need to rely on purchases of basic grains to complete the

year. The coffee harvest has begun. So far the harvest is good, and normal coffee labor demand is expected. However, the

infrastructure in this zone was severely damaged making it difficult for households to access roads and migrate to labor

zones as usual. In addition, water sources have been contaminated which may cause health problems for households. The

food security situation in the departments affected by Tropical Depression 12E is stressed. Several government and

international organizations are currently providing assistance; nevertheless, the situation should be monitored. The

situation is expected to improve at the end of the Postrera season.

Northeast (Livelihood Zone #15, 14, 11, and 10)
Near-Term Food Insecurity Trend

Category Agro-Climatology and Food Production Markets and Trade Health and Nutrition Civil Insecurity

Anomaly No No No No

The Primera season has finished in this area with only limited damage to crops (5 percent of planted area). The Primera

season is very important in these livelihood zones because limited physical access and infrastructure has made households

relatively more dependent on own production and constrained labor migration. Households have sowed the Postrera, and

preparation for the season is ongoing. Hurricanes destroyed most crops in livelihood zone 15 last year though conditions in

this zone have now improved. Furthermore, it is hoped that with the good Primera harvest and expectations of a good

Postrera season households will have adequate reserves for the 2012 lean season (May-August).

Food security conditions improving or expected to improve in the next 3 to 6 months

No significant changes in food security conditions expected in the next 3 to 6 months

Food security conditions deteriorating or expected to deteriorate in the next 3 to 6 months
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Geographic data are partly derived

from the UN/FAO GAUL system.
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Core Products Available

Products Description

Production and Market Flow Map Maps illustrating market catchments and flows for commodities

important to food security. Read more

Nicaragua livelihood

zone ...

Nicaragua mapa de

zonas d ...

Livelihood Zone Map divides the country into homogenous zones within which people share broadly the

same pattern of livelihood, including options for obtaining food and income and market opportunities.

Read more

Livelihood Zone Descriptions accompany Zone Maps. They briefly describe the main characteristics of

livelihoods in each zone. On their own, livelihood zone maps and descriptions aid development of

monitoring systems by identifying geographically relevant variables to monitor. Read more

Livelihood Seasonal Monitoring Calendars combine the seasonal calendars found in the profiles with

the information on sources of food and income by wealth group to identify which variables are important

to which wealth groups in each zone. This serves as a quick reference tool when developing a

monitoring plan. Read more
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